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SAMUEL BALL PLATNER 
December 4, 1863— August 20, 1921 

On the thirteenth of August, 1921, Professor Platner sailed with 
his wife from New York, intending to spend a sabbatical year in 
Europe, but he died at sea, August 20. Although his friends had 
known for some years that his heart was weak, there had seemed to 
be no immediate reason for anxiety, and his death was totally 
unexpected until a few hours before the end. 

Samuel Ball Platner was born at Unionville, Connecticut, 
December 4, 1863. He was graduated at Yale in his twentieth year, 
in 1883, and, after two years of graduate study, received the degree 
of Ph.D. in 1885. In the autumn of that year he began his pro- 
fessional career as instructor in Latin and French in Adelbert College 
of Western Reserve University. The college had existed since 1826 
at Hudson, Ohio, as Western Reserve College, but had been renamed 
and moved to Cleveland only a few years before the young Platner 
became a member of its faculty. It was, therefore, almost a new 
institution with which the young man became connected, and for the 
rest of his life he was intensely interested in its progress. By no 
means all the changes involved in the development of an urban 
university, of which the original college is only a part, were welcome 
to him, but he aided them, watched them, or combated them with 
unceasing energy and unfailing good humor until the end. As a 
teacher he was inspiring to good students, but did not make a bid 
for popularity by undue leniency to the undeserving. He was made 
assistant professor of Latin in 1890 and professor in 1892. All his 
professional life was passed in the service of one institution, except 
in so far as he was one of those who were most active in founding 
the American School of Classical Studies in Rome, which he served 
as professor for the year 1899-1900 and as secretary of the Managing 
Committee from 1897 to 1911. 

Professor Platner was a member of the American Philological 
Association, the Archaeological Institute of America, the Classical 
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Association of the Middle West and South, and the American His- 
torical Association. He was president of the American Philological 
Association in the year 1900-1901, perhaps the youngest man to 
hold that office. 

His published work, apart from numerous articles and reviews, 
consists of a translation, with some slight changes, of Lucian Mueller's 
Greek and Roman Versification (1892), an edition of Selected Letters 
of the Younger Pliny (1894), and The Topography and Monuments of 
Ancient Rome (1904, 2d ed. 1911). The last is an admirably clear, 
complete, and scholarly handbook. At the time of his death he had 
begun a translation of Aulus Gellius for the Loeb Classical Library 
and had nearly completed an exhaustive Dictionary of Roman Topog- 
raphy. This was begun in collaboration with Thomas Ashby of the 
British School at Rome, but the war claimed Mr. Ashby's time and 
energy to such an extent that Platner had nearly finished the work 
and was expecting to complete it in Rome during the winter of 1921- 
22. It is to be completed by Mr. Ashby. 

As a scholar Professor Platner was honest, painstaking, and 
exceptionally clear-headed. As a man he was singularly lovable. 
A devoted son, husband, and brother, a warm-hearted, true, and 
faithful friend, a genial and always kindly acquaintance, he is sadly 
missed by all who knew him. 

Harold N. Fowler 



